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GETTING KNOWN

(adapted)
byD. H. Barber

‘The latest book of my poems has not been
selling very well - in fact 122 of my personal
friends and refations tell me they've bought i,
but the publishers say only 34 copies have
been sold.

“The trouble s, said Edith', “that nobody has
over heard of you. What you need is a littie
advertisement?. Lat people know that you exist
and that you write poery, and they wil rush along
to the ibraries and ask for your latest book.”

“But | can'tjust put an advertisementin the
newspaper saying I'm a poet.”

Edith thought for a moment and then she said she had a bright idea.

“Wy not put an advertisement in ‘The Times*,” she said, “saying that you
recommend as butler in a small family a man who has been i your employment
for twenty years?”

“But | haven't had anybody in my employment for twenty years,” | said.
“And I've never kept a butler of any s0rt, as you know very well. And how can
| sell more copies of my poems by pretdnding that | wanted ta find work for a
nonexistent butler who hasn't been in my employment for twenty years?"

“You're not very bright this morning,” said Edith. “Don't you know that the.
most successful sort of advertisement is the sort that doesn't look like an
‘advertisement? You ought to do something fike this.’

She got a piece of paper and a pen and wrote the following: “Mr L.
‘Conkleshilf, the post (author of Raspberry Bushes* and Other Poems), strongly
recommends as butler in a small family his present head man, who has been
with him for twenty years.”

“The idea is not bad,” | said. *but | refuse to do anything so dishonest, |
absolutely forbid youto doit ..."

As amatter of fact | secretly rather liked the idea; and | thought that when
1 absolutely forbade Edith to do it, she would pay the money herself and send
in the advertisement.

For some days, however, she did nothing, although | was careful to keep
remind ng her that | absolutely forbade her to send the advertisement.

Nearly always this sort of treatment produces the desired offect.
Although | looked in “The Times™ every moming, the advertisement didn't
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appear: Edith went away to stay with a sick aunt, and | forgot al about the
matter.

“Then came the event of The Man With The Dog.

Ha was a big man, and the dog was a big dog, and they both stood outside
the front door and made noises at me.

1 take the money now.”said the man in @ bad-tompered voice.

“What money is this?" | said politely. “Something due for milk supplied?”

“Nonsense, said the man. *Two pounds |want fo the dog.”

“I don't want a dog,” | said uncertainly. Ours was a lonely sort of road,
and the man was a big sor: of man, and t would perhaps be wiser to buy
the dog.

“Don't want the dog!” said the man in an Unpleasant voice.

Atlasi 1 bought the dog for thirty shillings. | was woak, perhaps, but Edith
had been saying for a long time that we ought to have a dog.

1 gave the dog some meat and locked him n the Kitchen, and went back o
my poem. Then the bell rang again, and 1 found two men on the stop, both with
large dogs.

This time | didin't argue. 1just shut the door and went and looked at myselfin
he glass. | was worried. Were the dogs real, or were they the result of that
last glass of whisky?

I went up to my becroom and looked down the long road thatfeads to the
station. | could see six men wilh six dogs.

‘Then the solution of the p-oblem came to me, and | looked at “The Lost and
Found advertisements* in “The Times". *Mr L. Conkleshill offers £2 revard
for the return of faithful dog Ogo, who first awakened the deas in Faithful
Eyes in his new book of pocms.”

Edith said afterwards hat hadn't old her she musin't putin an advertisement
about a dog. ‘

Notes:

* Edith ['kdi0]

+ advertisement (ad) [advaismant] — penamos oBwsaneHUe

* The Times — exeanesnan nonoHckas rasera

¢ Conkleshil ['konklafl]

* Raspberry Bushes ['ra:zban'buiz]

© Lost and Found advertisements ~ criowsanuas KOROHKa, OGLSBTeHAA 06 YTEpsH-
s seutax
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I 1. VOCABULARY

receive ()
1. get - nonyate
01 When did you receive the letter?
2 welcome, entertain (guests) - npurwwas
3 Lady Sooks recelves on Monday afternoons
rather ['raito] (adv) ~ somewhat - A0BONLHO
0 This bookis rather difficult for him.
exist (v) [19'21st] - be real - cywecraosas
000 you beliove that ife exists on Mars?
existence (n) ~ cywecTsosaNMe
O He leads a happy existence.
existent (ad) - cyuiecrayouii
bright [brar] (aci)
1. shining - spiai
0She loves bright colours.
2. clever, talented — ywbil, TanaHTIMBH
[ He is a bright boy, he learns quickly.
brightty (adv) - spro
see the bright side of things - sugeTs 5ce 8 Po30aOM CEeTE.
forbid (v) (forbade, forbidden) ~ not allow — sanpeusas.
£3The parents forbade the girf o marry him.
keep (1)
1. remain in a specific position or place - AGPXATECA, COAMSTLGH
OThis autumn the weather keeps fine.
2 Aopxare, ynepxsate
0 They kept him in prison for murder.
0 You may keep the book for a month.
3. continue doing SMth — NPOAOMaTS AENATS 4TO-MUGD, NOARSPXHUEATE
e kept laughing the whole evening.
4 hold, possoss - xpawuTs, COXpaHSITS
0She kept her things in order.
keep in mind - sanowws.
remind (v) (of Smb) cause to remember or think of smth  HanowHas.
03 Please, remind mo to post the lottor.
obey (1) - do what one is told ~ nywarsos, MOBUHOBATLOS
03 The children didn't obey the teacher.
treat (1)
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1. act or behave towards ST - OTHOGHTSGR
e treats his friends well

2 consider - pacowaTEBaTs, CHATATS
1We'd better treat it as a joke.

3. give medical care — newums
3 Which doctors are treating her?

treatment () - 1) oT4ouenve; 2) nevenne

cateh (v) (caught)

1. capture, Seizo - novasas
£17The police caught the tiet.
2. be i time for - ycreTs.
3We took a taxi and caught the 5 o'clock train.

solve (v) - find th answer, way out of ~ pewars

[1He helped me to soive the problem.

offer (v) - say what one wants 10 give/pay/exchange ~ npenaraTs

0 They offered $200,000 for the house.
(syn. suggest, propose)

Mind the difference:

offer  smih real

0 He offered them two tickets o the theatre.

suggest [sa’dsest] — an idea; doing smth

3 He suggested going 10 the country.
Il. COMPREHENSION

Ex. 1. Answer the questions

How did the public receive the autnor's latest book?

How did Edith explain his failure?

Wnat kind of adverfisement did Eith advise him to put in *The Times"?

What objections did the author have {o the plan?

What were the author's secret hopes?

Why did he get worried when he saw a man with a big dog on his door-

step?

7. Wihat made the autfor tink of looking up the Lost and Found advertisements
in “The Times"?

& Who put that advertisement in “The Times™?
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