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MABEL

(adapted)
by Somerset Maugham

They became engaged when he was
home on leave.

He returned to Burma’ and she was to
join him in six months. But one difficulty
followed the other, so in the end it was
seven years before she was able 1o start

He made all the arrangements for the.
marriage which was to ‘ake place on the.
day of her arrival and went down to
Rangoon’ to meet her. He paced the quay?’
He hadn't seen Mabel for 7 years, she was.
a total stranger. He felt that he couldn't

aarry out his promise. He was awfully sorry, how could a man refuse a girl
after she had travelled six thousand miles to marry him? An idea struck him
He viould write her a letter and she would understand the rest. There was a
boat at the quay on the point of starting to Singapore®, he wrote a hurried
letter to Mabel and without any luggage boarded the ship. The letter Mabel
received ran as follows:

Dearest Mabel, | am away on business and don't kniow when Il be back. It
would be much wiser if you retumed to England. My plans are very uncertain.

Your loving George.

But when he arrived to Singapore he found a cable waiting for him:

ite understand. Don't worry. Love, Mabel,
2 had to think fast. He was able very quickly to find out that her name was.
on e passenger list of the ship that was now on its way to Singapore, There
3 1ot a moment 10 bo ot Fortunatay thré was & Fenc bt i v
day 10 Saigon®, he took it. At Saigon he would be safe and surely by now she
would be able {0 take th hint.

When he was signing his name in the visitor's book in Saigon a telegram
‘was handed to him: *Love, Mabel."

He sailed to Hong Kong? immediately, but dared not stay there; he went to
Manila’, but there he didn't feel safe either. He had to hice in some place
whers he wouldn't be able to run straight into Mabel's arms. He went to
Yokohama®. At the Grand Hotel a cable awaited him.

So sorry to have missed you at Manila. Love. Mabel.
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No, he was not so easy to catch like that. He had already made his plans.
He went 1o Cheng-tu”. It was four hundred miles away. It could only be reached
by road and the road was very difficult. A man would be safe there. He could
rest at last: Mabel would never find him there. The consul happened to be a
friend of his and he stayed with him. The weeks passed lazll one after the

One day the heavy doors of the Consulate opened and Mabel stepped out
of a chair bome by four coolies. She looked neat and clean as usual. George
arew pale as death. She went up to him with a smile.

“You haven't changed at all” she said, "l was alraid that you'd go fat and
bald after seven years. I've been 50 nervous. It would be terrible f after ail
these years | simply wouldn't be able to bring myself to marry you."

‘She turned to the Consul. "Are you the Consul?” “Yes.” “That's al right. I'm
ready to marry him as soon as I've had a bath." And she did.

2] - Bpwa. Before 1948 a Biltish dependency.
# Rangoon [reen’gu:n] ~ seaport ciy, capital of Burma

* quay [Ki] - landing plae for ships where they can be unioaded or loaded.
« Singapore [singa’p] - a seaport on the Malay Perinsula.

* Saigon [sar'goun] - a city In Vietnam.

¢ Hong Kong ['han'kan] - @ former Bitish colony in South East China.

7 Manila [ma'nilo) - a groat seaport on Manila Bay.

 Yokohama [‘jouka'hama] — & Seaport on Tokyo Bay.

* a cable - a telegram

' Cheng-tu ['feu’tu] - @ province In South West China,

. VOCABULARY

be engaged [in'geidsd] () ()
1. take part in, busy oneself with — sauvaTecn
T be engaged in business/poltios
T My time s ully engaged.
2. promise to mary ~ Guims noMonaTGHHAM
3 Tom and Mary are engaged.
3. engagement () ~ novoneKa
foin (1
1. become a member — scryuT
Tljoin the army/the iubthe party
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2. unite — npucoesmTLc
1 He will oin us at the restaurant
amange [o7ens] ()
50210 the detalsof smifh - opraHI08aTe, AOrOBOPUTLCS, YSTPOUTS
51 Tho Tourist Buroau arranged evendnng fo e ourny.
2. arrangement (n. ) plans, preparations,
0 Have you made arrangements for your journey?
3. arrangement (1. p.) - agreement - AoroBopGNOGTS, CornaeHE
01 The price for the ouse is @ matter of arrangement.
pace [peis] (v)
1. swwareare, xomm. no..
1 He was pacing the platform nervously.
2. (n) war
90 a good pace - o fast - wa Geictpo
keep pace with smb — warams a Hory, yonoear,
3 1 was difcul for the child to keep pace with that big man.
the rest (n) - what remains — ocranunon (-sse)
€3 Tako what you want and throw the rest away.
hide (v) (nd, hidden) ~ keep out of sight ~ npmrars.
3 The s was hidden b hcouds,
le-and-seek — urpa a «npsmn
total (adj) i
1. corplete, entire — nonw, aGoonorHen
O He was a totat siranger.
0 What e your total debis?
2 total amount - «gceros, wAToros
01 What does the total come 07
bring (v) (brought)
1. ome camying smih - npuecr
1 The andiady brought me some cheese and bread.
2 accompany ~ npuaecr c coGoR
3 Come to the party and bring Mary wih you.
3. produce - ewauiaams, npuHoGHTL
1 Spring brings warm weather and flowers.
4 bring oneself to do smth - sacrasus catn
01 She could't bring herself to speak about his death.
5. bring up (v) - educate, rear - ocnurars.
01 She brought up five Ghicren.
sail (v)
1. travel on water ~ nnasars (0 napycrKe, Kopane,
STy were saiing song ne cosst.
2 begin a voyage - ommBaT.
IWhen does the shp sail?
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hint (n)
1. indirect suggestion — awex
She gave him a hint that she wanted him 1o leave.
drop smb a hint, give a hint — HamexHyTs
take a hint - nouTs rawex
3 She took the hint and stopped boasting.
2.(9) (to smb) - vamexare.
31 hinted that he ought to work harder.
bear (4) (bore, bom)
1. cary - wectu
3 He moved as if he bore a heavy load.
2. have, show - eTs.
3 His face bore traces of blows.
3. behave — sec cebn
3 He bore himself with dignity n these dificult circumstances.
4 tolerate - Tepnes, BurocuTs
31 can't bear the Sight of this man,
5. support — haepvEaTs
3The ice Is too thin to bear your weight
follow (1)
1. go after smb/smth - crenoears 3a
We were followed by a strange man.
2 understand - CrEANTS 3 MHGALO
D0 you follow me?
follow smb’s advice — 10016408aTS HLeMY-THGO COBETY
board a ship/plane — cocTs a KopaGib/camoneT
an idea struck him — ewy o0 8 ronoaY
There was not a moment to b lost - Hens3s 6o TepTh HA MAHYTH

1. COMPREHENSION

Ex. 1. Answer the questions.

1. When did George and Mabel become engaged? 2. Wy did Mabel fail to
‘come at the appointed time? 3. How much time had passed by the day George
went down to meet the girf? 4. Why couidn't he carry out his promise? 5. How
did George guess Mabel was following him? 6. What plans had he made by
the time he reachad Yokohama? 7. What was the place of his destination?
8. How did he intend to get there? 9, Why did he enjoy his stay at the Consulate
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